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[image: ][image: ]Students enrolled in the Child Care Program will work towards earning a new credential this year.  Sharon Zigmont, instructor in the program attended Gateways To Opportunity: Train-The-Trainer in Bloomington, IL this summer to be a trainer in her classroom.  Students who are successful with this training will be eligible for scholarships as they pursue an Early Childhood Education degree. Inside Gateways to Opportunity, Voices from the Field states:  Governor Patrick Quinn signed Gateways to Opportunity credentials into law on January 21, 2010, effective retroactively to July 1, 2009.  Gateways credentials are awarded and recognized by the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) Bureau of Child Care and Development.  Gateways credentials are indications of the professional achievements that can be earned by completing an approved program at an entitled college or university, or by completing a portfolio that documents education and experience, or by completing the Level 1 ECE Credential training.  Pictured below are students as they engage in various aspects of the training.  Bri Hatfield, a junior from River Ridge High School is shown leading her classmates in an ECE activity.  Bri is the daughter of Dennis Hatfield and is a Child Care I student.  Also pictured above with Bri are Jessica         Sadler & Heidi Kinder.
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